NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Last Approved Date: January 25, 2008
Title 163 - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Chapter 2 — Fisheries Regulations

001 Commercial Put and Take Fisheries Requlations. The following regulations are prescribed
by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, State of Nebraska, in accordance with Neb. Rev.
Stat. 88 37-301, 37- 304, 37-314 and 37-4,108. For purposes of these regulations, unless context
otherwise requires, the definitions found in Chapter 37, sections 206-213 of the Game Law, are
used. These regulations are effective following enactment by the Commission, approval by the
Attorney General and Governor, and when five days have elapsed since filing with the Secretary
of State.

001.01 State laws provide the following requirements:

001.01A No regular state fishing permit shall be required for fishing in any duly
licensed Commercial Put and Take Fishery operating under the rules and
regulations prescribed by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.

001.01B The permit fee shall be payable in advance

001.01C No person shall operate such an establishment without first obtaining
such permit.

001.01D Before issuing a permit the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission shall investigate each establishment annually and be satisfied
that the fishery will operate within applicable state and federal laws.

001.02 The fee shall cover a period from January 1 to December 31, inclusive, or any
fractional period thereof. All permits shall expire at midnight on December 31 of the year
in which issued.

001.03 A written application, furnished by the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission, must be submitted and must be complete in all respects.

001.04 On commercial put-and-take fishery ponds that have natural outlets to other
waters on other land, permanent screens shall be installed so that no fish may enter from
flood waters or leave waters of the commercial put-and-take fishery. Screens must be
approved by the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and the mesh
of such screens shall be not greater than one-half inch wire mesh screen. Permits shall
not be issued unless screens can effectively keep fish in or out of the commercial put-and-
take pond.
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001.05 All waters for such purposes shall be entirely within the exterior boundaries of the
land owned or leased by the applicant for such purposes.

001.06 A legal description must accompany the application. If land is leased, a copy of
the lease must accompany the application.

001.07 All fish used in said fishery shall be legally acquired from legal fish dealers or
private hatcheries aquaculture facilities inside or outside the state. All species of fish to
be used must be approved by the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission. The permit to operate such fishery shall not confer upon the operator the
right to take wild fish from the natural resources of the state.

001.07A It shall be unlawful to import all live fish of the salmonid family (trout,
char, and salmon).

001.07B It shall be unlawful to import any live fish without being inspected and
found free of Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS) and Spring Viremia of Carp
(SVCV). Largemouth bass shall have been inspected and found free of
Largemouth Bass Virus (LMBV) and live yellow perch shall have been inspected
and found free of Heterosporis.

001.07C An “Application for Importation” fertilized eggs, gametes, or live fish, plus
a current (within previous 12 months) disease inspection report of the supplying
facility and its fish shall be submitted to the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission not less than 10 days prior to each importation.

001.07C1 All disease inspections shall be conducted by methods and
procedures acceptable to the Commission. The most recent publication
"Suggested Procedures for the Detection and Identification of Certain
Finfish and Shellfish Pathogens" published by the Fish Health Section of
the American Fisheries Society should be used as a guideline. Inspections
shall be conducted by an individual certified as a Fish Health Inspector or
Fish Pathologist or as approved by the Commission.

001.08 The permit shall be posted or displayed in a conspicuous place on the fishery
premises described in the application.

001.09 Before any fish are removed from the fishery premises, the operator of said fishery
must furnish a statement or invoice to each person removing fish from the hatchery
premises. The invoice shall state the name and address of the person removing fish, the
number and kind of fish removed, and shall be signed by the operator. All entries on the
invoice shall be in ink.

001.10 There is no state bag or possession limit or hook and line limits on licensed put
and take fisheries.
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001.11 Operator of such fishery may set his own bag or possession limits or make other
regulations regarding the operation of the fishery that do not conflict with state or federal
laws and regulations.

001.012 Any agent or officer of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission may enter
upon fisheries premises for the purposes of inspecting the same or for the purpose of
enforcing state laws and regulations.

001.12A If the agent or officer finds evidence that one of the listed diseases
(Section 001.12B) may be present an adequate sample of fish shall be
surrendered for a diagnostic inspection.

001.12B Upon identification of any of the following diseases (Viral Hemorrhagic
Septicemia (VHS), Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (IPN), infectious Hematopoietic
Necrosis (IHN), Renibacterium salmoninarum (Bacterial Kidney Disease - BKD),
Yersinia ruckeri (Enteric Redmouth Disease - ERM), Aeromonas salmonicida
(Furunculosis), Myxobolus (Myxosoma) cerebralis (Whirling Disease - WHD),
Largemouth Bass Virus (LMBV), and Heterosporis), the Director of the
Commission shall impose an immediate prohibition of moving any fish for up to 30
days. During the prohibition a compliance agreement stating the appropriate
procedures for the disposal of the infected fish and the disinfection of the facility
shall be determined by the Commission's representative and the owner/operator.

The agreement shall be designed to bring the least amount of economic hardship
to the affected party while affording maximum protection to other operators,
growers, and the fishery resources of the state.

001.013 It shall be unlawful for commercial put and take operators to fail to provide a
written report by January 15 of the year following the permit expiration.

001.13A It shall be unlawful to fail to report the date, number, species, size and
source of the fish purchased. Reports shall be on approved forms or as furnished
by the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.

001.13B Failure to comply with this regulation will disqualify the permittee for
issuance of subsequent permit.
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Last Approved Date: January 4, 2011

Title 163 - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Chapter 2 — Fisheries Regulations

002 Non-resident Fish Dealers and Exportation, Importation and Possession Requlations. The

following regulations are prescribed by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, State of
Nebraska, in addition to State Statutes in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. 8§ 37-301, 37-304, 37-
314, 37-316, 37-468, 37-482.01, 37-524, 37-545, 37-546, 37-547,and 37-548.. For purposes of
these regulations, unless context otherwise requires, the definitions found in Chapter 37, sections
206-234 of the Game Law, are used. These regulations are effective following enactment by the
Commission, approval by the Attorney General and Governor, and when five days have elapsed
since filing with the Secretary of State.

002.01 It shall be unlawful for any person, except employees of the Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission to stock any species of fish, mollusks, amphibians and crustaceans in
any public waters of this state or lands in the state, without written approval of the
Commission, or to stock any nongame fish in any private waters of this State which
overflows into or connects in any way to public waters.

002.02 It shall be unlawful to sell or offer any carp, carpsucker, buffalo, gar, quillback, or
bowfin for use as bait.

002.03 No person, either resident or nonresident, shall import or transport in any manner
live amphibians, (as listed in Section 009) any live fish, mollusks and crustaceans into this
State for any purpose without prior written authorization from the Fisheries Division of the
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission:

002.03A It shall be unlawful to buy, sell, trade, or barter any aquatic organism not
listed on the non-resident fish dealer permit.

002.03B It shall be unlawful to import all live fish of the Salmonid family (trout,
char, and salmon) except as stated in 02.03B1. An “Application for Importation”
form for fertilized eggs or gametes, of the Salmonid family, plus a current (within
previous 12 months) disease inspection report of the supplying facility and its fish
shall be submitted to the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission, not less than 10 days prior to each importation. Any facility from
which eggs or gametes of the Salmonid family are to be imported must be
inspected annually and found to be free of Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS),
Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (IPN), Infectious Hematopoietic Necrosis (IHN),
Epizootic Epitheliotropic Disease (EED), Virus Disease of Oncorhynchus masau
(OMV), Spring Viremia of Carp (SVCV), Renibacterium salmoninarum (Bacterial
Kidney Disease - BKD), or Myxobolus (Myxosoma) cerebralis (Whirling Disease -
WHD).
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002.03B1 Research facilities approved by the Fisheries Division, Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission may import live fish of the Salmonid family,
provided they meet the requirements listed in 002.03B, including the
“Application for Importation” requirements. No live fish may be removed
and/or stocked from the research facility.

002.03C It shall be unlawful for anyone to buy, sell, trade, barter or possess live
fish species of the family Channidae (snakeheads).

002.03D All facilities from which fertilized eggs, gametes or live fish are imported
into the state shall be inspected and found free of Viral Hemorrahgic Septicemia
(VHS)and Spring Viremia of Carp (SVCV). Largemouth bass shall be inspected
and found free of Largemouth Bass Virus (LMBV) and live yellow perch shall be
inspected and found free of Heterosporis.

002.03E An “Application for Importation” fertilized eggs, gametes, or live fish, plus
a current (within previous 12 months) disease inspection report of the supplying
facility and its fish shall be submitted to the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission not less than 10 days prior to each importation.

002.03E1 Legal bait fish as listed in Section 009 may be imported into this
State for use as bait provided the facility from which they are being imported
meets the following criteria. 1) Licensed facility must provide a fish health
inspection report with a disease free status to the Fisheries Division of the
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. 2) Testing shall be conducted for
Viral Hemorrahgic Septicemia (VHS) and Spring Viremia of Carp (SVCV).
3) An “Application for Importation of Bait” form shall be submitted prior to
any importation to the Fisheries Division of the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission. An approval for importation will be granted for a specified
period of time up to six months. 4) Approval and a copy of the latest fish
health inspection report shall be carried on the transport vehicle during any
importations into the state.

Importations may be subject to random inspections by employees of the
Nebraska Game & Parks Commission. An adequate sample shall be
surrendered for testing if requested.

Failure to comply with these criteria shall result in the non-resident fish
dealer permit being revoked.

002.03E2 All disease inspections shall be conducted by methods and
procedures acceptable to the Commission. The most recent publication of
the "Suggested Procedures for the Detection and Identification of Certain
Finfish and Shellfish Pathogens" published by the Fish Health Section of
the American Fisheries Society should be used as a guideline. Inspections
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shall be conducted by an individual certified as a Fish Health Inspector or
Fish Pathologist or as approved by the Commission.
002.04 1t shall be unlawful for nonresident fish dealers to fail to provide a written report
by January 15" of the year following the permit expiration.
002.04A It shall be unlawful to fail to report the date, number, species, size and
name of the purchaser for all fish mollusks, amphibians and crustaceans
transported into Nebraska. Reports shall be on approved forms or as furnished by
the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
002.04B Failure to comply with this regulation will disqualify the permittee for
issuance of a subsequent permit for three years following failure to report.
002.05 The following live fish, mollusks, amphibians and crustaceans and their viable
gametes have been determined by the Commission to not cause economic or ecological
harm or be injurious to human beings, agriculture, horticulture, forestry or wildlife
resources. They, therefore, may be imported into the state by permitted non-resident fish
dealers, bait dealers and/or private aqua culturists, but not intentionally released to the
wild.
Family Scientific Name Common Name
FISH
Paddlefish  Polyodon spathula paddlefish
Catfish Ictalurus furcatus blue catfish
Ictalurus punctatus channel catfish
Pylodictis olivaris flathead catfish
Ameiurus melas black bullhead
Ameiurus natalis yellow bullhead
! /|
Pike Esox americanus grass pickerel
Esox lucius northern pike
Esox masquinongy muskellunge
! /|
Trout* Oncorhynchus clarki cutthroat trout
*(Eggs only =~ Oncorhynchus mykiss rainbow trout
except as Oncorhynchus tshawtshca chinook salmon
listed in Salmo trutta brown trout
002.03B1) Salvelinus fontinalis brook trout
Temperate Morone chrysops white bass
bass
Morone saxatilis striped bass
Sunfish Ambloplites rupestris rock bass
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Lepomis cyanellus
Lepomis gibbosus
Lepomis humilis
Lepomis macrochirus
Lepomis microlophus
Micropterus dolomieu
Micropterus punctulatus
Micropterus salmoides
Pomoxis annularis
Pomoxis nigromaculatus

Sander vitreus vitreus
Sander canadensis
Perca flavescens

green sunfish
pumpkinseed
orangespotted sunfish
bluegill

redear sunfish
smallmouth bass
spotted bass
largemouth bass
white crappie

black crappie

walleye
sauger
yellow perch

Semotilus atromaculatus
Cyprinella lutrensis
Notemigonus crysoleucas
Notropis atherinoides
Notropis blennius
Notropis stramineus
Notropis dorsalis
Pimephales promelas
Carassius auratus
Campostoma anomalum
Hybognathus hankinsoni
Phenacobius mirabilis
Rhinichthyes cataractae

creek chub

red shiner
golden shiner
emerald shiner
river shiner
sand shiner
bigmouth shiner
fathead minnow
goldfish
stoneroller
brassy minnow
suckermouth minnow
longnose dace

Gar

Sucker

Herring

NOTE:

Lepisosteus osseus
Lepisosteus platostomus

Carpiodes carpio
Carpiodes cyprinus
Ictiobus bubalus

Ictiobus cyprinellus
Catostomus commersoni

Topminnow Fundulus zebrinus

Dorosoma cepedianum
Alsoa pseudoharengus

This includes all hybrids of the above species.

CRUSTACEANS

longnose gar
shortnose gar

river carpsucker
quillback
smallmouth buffalo
bigmouth buffalo
white sucker

plains killfish

gizzard shad
alewife
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Crayfish Orconectes neglectus ringed crayfish
Orconectes immunis papershell crayfish
Orconectes virilis northern crayfish
Cambarus diogenes devil crayfish

002.06 Request for additions to list of fish, mollusks, amphibians and crustaceans for
importation into Nebraska (list 002.05). The above list of species approved for import may
be amended or maodified upon showing of substantial evidence that additional species will
not cause economic or ecological harm. Any person desiring to add a species to this list
must provide written responses to the following questions:

002.06A What species are you proposing to be added to the import list? Common
and scientific names must be provided.

002.06B What is the purpose of the importation? What native species are
available that could serve the purpose?

002.06C What safeguards against the importation of disease or parasites that
could harm native species have been instituted? Would any diseases or parasites
affect domestic species?

002.06D Would the species be able to establish a self-sustaining population in
Nebraska? If no, explain.

002.06E What positive and negative ecological impacts are there? What could
the impact be if the species escaped to the wild? Would it harm other wild or
domestic species?

002.06F List all consequences of the importation of this species that would be
positive and negative to humans?

002.06G Would the benefits of the importation exceed the risks? In what ways?

002.06H Provide evidence that the species is being acquired legally for
importation into Nebraska. Such evidence can include a receipt from the legal sale
of a commercially raised species or, in the case of a species acquired from the wild
in another state, a copy of the laws or regulations indicating that such take and
export is legal.

002.07 Request for deletions from the list of fish, mollusks, amphibians and crustaceans
for importation into Nebraska (list 002.05). Any person desiring that a species be deleted
from this list must provide written responses to the following questions:
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002.07A What species do you wish to be deleted from list 002.05? Common and
scientific names must be provided.
002.07B For what reason(s) do you feel the species should be removed from the
importation list? For example, is the species causing economic or ecological
harm?
002.08 The following dead or live fish, mollusks, amphibians and crustaceans meet the
criteria in 002.09 and may be taken from the wild and commercially exploited within the
state or exported from the state, provided that a permit is first obtained from the Fisheries
Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission as outlined in 002.8A through 002.8D.
Family Scientific Name Common Name
FISH
A e
Catfish Ameiurus melas black bullhead
Ameiurus natalis yellow bullhead
! ! |
Drum Aplodinotus grunniens freshwater drum
Gar Lepisosteus osseus longnose gar

Lepisosteus platostomus shortnose gar

Herring Dorosoma cepedianum gizzard shad
-/ |
Minnow Cyprinus carpio common carp
Ctenopharyngodon idella grass carp
Hypophthalmichthyes molitris silver carp

Hypopthalmichthyes nobilis bighead carp

Perch Perca flavesces yellow perch
-/ |
Sucker Carpiodes carpio river carpsucker
Carpiodes cyprinus quillback
Catostomus commersoni white sucker
Ictiobus bubalus smallmouth buffalo
Ictiobus cyprinellus bigmouth buffalo

AMPHIBIANS
Salamander Ambystoma tigrinum tiger salamander

(now recognized as Ambystoma mavortium barred salamander)
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002.08A Application shall be made on a form furnished by the Fisheries Division,
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission in order to obtain a Commercial Fishing
Permit (Chapter 2, Section 003) for fish species and a Bait Dealer Permit (Chapter
2, Section 009) for the amphibians listed above.

002.08B The permit shall expire on December 31 following the date of issuance.

002.08C The permittee shall report the sale, take or export of any species listed
above to the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission quarterly
on forms provided by the Fisheries Division.

002.08D The Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission may
refuse to issue or may revoke a permit if the permittee fails to supply the required
information or if false information is provided on the application or report forms.

002.09 Any person desiring to add a species to the list in 002.08 must provide written
responses to the following questions:

002.09A What species do you wish to take from the wild for commercial purposes
or for export from the state? Common and scientific names must be provided.

002.09B Provide evidence that the proposed species meets the criteria for S-4 or
S-5 as outlined in 002.11.

002.09C Provide evidence that the proposed species can be commercially
exploited or exported without detrimental impact to the population in Nebraska.

002.10 Requests for deletions from the lists of fish, mollusks, amphibians and
crustaceans approved for commercial exploitation and export from Nebraska (002.08).
Any person desiring that a species be deleted from these lists must provide substantial
evidence in writing as follows:

002.10A What species are you recommending to be deleted from list 002.087?
Common and scientific names must be provided.

002.10B Is evidence available to indicate that the commercial exploitation or
export of the species is detrimental to the population in Nebraska? If available,
provide such evidence.

002.10C If removal from lists 002.08 is for the purpose of prohibiting commercial
exploitation or export, provide evidence that the species meets criteria S-1, S-2, or
S-3in 002.11.

002.11 The following criteria were used to develop list 002.08.

10
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S1 = Critically imperiled in state because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences or very
few remaining individuals or acres) or because of some factor(s) making it especially
vulnerable to extirpation from the state.

S2 = Imperiled in state because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or few remaining individuals
or acres) or because of some factor(s) making it very vulnerable to extirpation from the
state.

S3 = Rare or uncommon in state (on the order of 21 to 100 occurrences).
S4 = Apparently secure in state, with many occurrences.
S5 = Demonstrably secure in state under present conditions.

002.12 This shall not prevent the commercial exploitation of commercial or nongame fish
taken under the authority of a commercial fishing permit outlined in 37-543 and 37-4,104
and Commission Fisheries Regulations (Chapter 2, Section 003), nor shall it prevent the
commercial exploitation of baitfish, crayfish or tiger salamanders (now recognized as
barred salamanders) taken under the authority of a bait dealers permit as specified in 37-
546 and 37-4,105 and Commission regulations (Chapter 2, Section 009), nor shall it
prevent the commercial exploitation of game species propagated or raised under the
authority of an aquaculture permit as specified in 37-471, 37-472, and 37-474 and
Commission regulations (Chapter 2, Sec. 005), nor shall it prevent the legal activities of a
valid nonresident fish dealer outlined in 37-505, 37-4,106 and Commission regulations
(Chapter 2, Section 002).

11
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Last Approved Date: February 9, 2009

Title 163 - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Chapter 2 - Fisheries Regulations

003

COMMERCIAL FISHING REGULATIONS

The following regulations are prescribed by the Game and Parks Commission, State of Nebraska
in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. 88 37-301, 37-304, 37-314, 37-315, 37-322, 37-4,104, 37-
543, and 37-545. For purposes of these regulations, unless context otherwise requires, the
definitions found in Chapter 37, sections 212 through 234 of the Game Law, are used. These
regulations are effective following enactment by the Commission, approval by the Attorney
General and Governor, and when five days have elapsed since filing with the Secretary of State.

003.01 MISSOURI RIVER — AREA OPEN: All that portion of the Missouri River within
Nebraska below or downstream from the U.S. Hwy. 81 bridge at Yankton, South Dakota,
to the Nebraska-Kansas state line. Provided, that it shall be illegal to use hoop nets,
trammel nets, seines, wing nets, trap nets, and dip nets within 300 yards (900 feet) in any
direction from the mouth of any stream emptying into the Missouri River.

Provided, that it shall be illegal to use seines, hoop nets, trammel nets, wing, dip or trap
nets, or any similar device in that portion of the Missouri River above or upstream from the
U.S. Hwy. 81 bridge at Yankton, South Dakota to the boat ramp at Santee such described
area to include the Lewis and Clark Lake (Gavins Point Reservoir).

Provided, also, that it shall be unlawful to use any seines, trammel nets, wing, dip or trap
nets or any similar device, except that not more than six (6) hoop nets per licensed
commercial permittee may be used in that portion of the Missouri River upstream from the
boat ramp at Santee to the Nebraska-South Dakota state line.

003.01A RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT WITH IOWA: Under a legal reciprocal
agreement between the states of lowa and Nebraska, commercial permittees
holding a valid Commercial Fishing Permit from either the state of Nebraska or
lowa may fish in the entire main channel of the Missouri River bordering the two
states. No commercial fishing gear shall be attached to the bank except in the
state where the license is issued. All commercial permittees shall conform with the
regulations of the state in which they are licensed.

003.01B RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT WITH MISSOURI: Under a legal
reciprocal agreement between the states of Nebraska and Missouri, commercial
permittees duly licensed by either the state of Nebraska or the state of Missouri
may fish with commercial gear on the flowing portion of the Missouri River
bordering the two states. Commercial gear shall not be used in any cutoffs, chutes,
bayous, or tributaries of the Missouri River. Commercial permittees shall not fish

12
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Family

Catfish

Drum

from nor attach any device or equipment to land under the jurisdiction of the state
in which they are not licensed.

Each commercial permittee shall conform to the creel limits, size limits, methods,
mesh sizes, and all other laws and regulations on commercial fishing of the state
in which they are fishing and operating such commercial gear.

003.01C MISSOURI RIVER BORDER WATER WITH SOUTH DAKOTA: It shall
be unlawful to use any commercial fishing gear in the Missouri River on the South
Dakota side from the U.S. Hwy. 81 bridge at Yankton, South Dakota downstream
to the Big Sioux River.

It shall be unlawful to use hoop nets on the South Dakota side of that portion of
the Missouri River upstream from the boat camp at Santee to the Nebraska-South
Dakota state line.

The above agreements apply only to the main channel of the Missouri River. All
cutoffs formed by straightening or changing the main channel of the river are not
a part of the Missouri River; even though one or both ends are open, commercial
gear cannot be used in such waters.

003.02 INLAND WATERS OPEN AREA: Open inland waters are defined as those lentic
water bodies that are totally privately owned or controlled and have not been stocked by
the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission within the last ten (10) years.

003.03 OPEN SEASON: Open from January 1 through December 31 on fish species
listed below, except in that portion of the Missouri River upstream from the boat ramp at
Santee to the South Dakota-Nebraska state line the season shall be May 1 through
October 31.

003.04 SPECIES: Commercial fish shall be defined as the following species:

Scientific Name Common Name

Ameiurus melas Black bullhead

Aplodinotus grunniens Freshwater drum

Perch

Under the authority of a Commercial Fishing Permit it shall be unlawful to take any species
of fish with commercial gear except commercial fish and the following:

Family

Perca flavescens Yellow perch

Scientific Name Common Name

13
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Herring Dorosoma cepedianum Gizzard shad
. /|
Gar Lepisosteus osseus Longnose gar
Lepisosteus platostomus Shortnose gar
|
Minnow Ctenopharyngodon idella Grass carp
Cyprinus carpio Common carp
Hypophthalmichthyes molitrix Silver carp
Hypophthalmichthyes nobilis Bighead carp
Sucker Carpiodes carpio River carpsucker
Carpiodes cyprinus Quillback
Catostomus commersoni White sucker
Ictiobus bubalus Smallmouth buffalo
Ictiobus cyprinus Bigmouth buffalo

003.05 DAILY BAG AND POSSESSION LIMIT: None.

003.06 LEGAL COMMERCIAL NETS: It shall be lawful to fish with and use only hoop
nets, trammel nets, seines, wing nets, trap nets, and dip nets, in the Missouri River and
open inland waters, but only when such nets or traps have been properly licensed and
tagged in accordance with state law, and only when such nets or traps comply with state
law and regulations, and used at such times, such places and in such manner as provided
by these regulations. Not more than a total of 100 lineal feet of wings or leads shall be
used on any one trap or wing net. The use of 100 lineal feet of wing or lead, or fraction
thereof, on any net or trap, shall be considered as part of one net or trap. Other gear-
types may be authorized by the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission for use on inland waters.

003.06A All nets, or traps used on the Missouri River shall be made of non-metallic
mesh.

003.07 FISHING METHODS: Trammel nets must be personally attended by permittee’s
at all times and all nets must be raised and all fish removed every one-half hour. Hoop,
wing, and trap nets shall not be left set and unattended for more than twenty-four hours.
It shall be unlawful for any Commercial Fishing Permit holder to have in his or her
possession, or in his or her boat any sport fishing gear while using or transporting any
commercial nets or devices.

003.08 LAWFUL MESH SIZE: On the Missouri River, all mesh on seines, hoop nets, and
all leads and wings, and dip nets, shall be one and one-half (1%2) inches square or bar
measure or larger. Provided, that all mesh in the inner panel of trammel nets shall be two
(2) inches square or bar measure or larger. For inland waters all mesh on seines, hoop
nets, and all leads and wings, dip nets and other gear as authorized by the Fisheries
Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission shall be one-half (¥2) inch square or bar
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measure or larger. All measurements shall apply to meshes of all netting when in use,
and no allowance shall be made for shrinkage due to any cause.

003.09 SALE OF FISH: Fish legally taken from the Missouri River under a Commercial
Fishing Permit may be sold by the Commercial Fishing Permit holder to restaurants, food
markets, commercial processing plants and individuals, and may be resold only by
restaurants and food markets; provided that the purchasers must have a valid invoice or
bill of sale from the Commercial Fishing Permit holder. Fish legally taken from inland
waters under a Commercial Fishing Permit may be sold by the Commercial Fishing Permit
holder to restaurants, food markets, commercial processing plants and individuals. The
burden of proof shall be upon every such purchaser to show by competent and satisfactory
evidence that any fish in his possession was lawfully acquired.

003.10 ANNUAL REPORT: All persons holding a Commercial Fishing Permit shall keep
an accurate daily record of the date, number, species, and weight of all fish caught from
the Missouri River and inland waters with the latter to include the water body name and
legal description, and a separate daily record of the date, number, species, and weight of
all fish sold during the calendar year. A separate record shall be kept for each month, and
an annual report shall be sent to the Fisheries Division of the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission by January 15 following the permit expiration. Such records shall be open at
all reasonable times to inspection by Commission agents. Report forms will be furnished
by the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS REGULATION WILL DISQUALIFY THE
PERMITTEE FOR ISSUANCE OF A SUBSEQUENT PERMIT.

003.11 PERMITS: Application for a Commercial Fishing Permit must be made to the

Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. All permits shall expire at
midnight on December 31 following their issuance.
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Title 163 - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Chapter 2 — Fisheries Regulations

004 Regqulations For The Take of Fish or Snapping Turtles From Privately Owned Waterbodies

and Fish Salvage. The following regulations are prescribed by the Nebraska Game and Parks

Commission, State of Nebraska, in addition to Statutes in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §8 37-
301, 37-304, 37-314, 37,316, 37-321, 37-322, 37-418, 37-4,104, and 37-545. For purposes of
these regulations, unless context otherwise requires, the definitions found in Chapter 37, sections
212-241 of the Game Law, are used. These regulations are effective following enactment by the
Commission, approval by the Attorney General and Governor, and when five days have elapsed
since filing with the Secretary of State.

When authorized by the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission, the owner(s) of an approved privately-owned waterbody may take or cause
to be removed fish or snapping turtles, for proper fish management purposes, from waters
they own and control by methods and means approved by the Commission.

004.01A Such owner(s) or consultants shall apply to the Fisheries Division,
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, for a Private Waterbody Management
Authorization.

004.01A1 The owner or consultant of a private waterbody shall provide all
requested information on an application form prescribed by the Fisheries
Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission for each affected
waterbody. The application form shall include, but not necessarily be
limited to: the signature of the applicant, a description of the waterbody
(legal description and size), authorized time-period, species and number of
aquatic organisms to be taken, devices and methods of take, name and
address of person(s) conducting the take, and disposition of fish or
snapping turtles taken.

004.01A2 A Commercial Fishing Permit is required for the use of nets other
than legal dip nets and seines as specified in baitfish regulations 009.06A
and 009.06B or the sale of nongame fish or bullheads. Commercial fishing
permit regulations 003.06, 003.06A, 003.08 and 003.09 shall apply.

004.01A3 Traps may be used to take snapping turtles provided they are
floating or supported so that the entrance into the trap is possible only from
above the water surface.

16



Title 163
Chapter 2

004.01A4 It shall be unlawful to stock, transport, or cause to be stocked or
transported any fish or snapping turtle taken under the authority of this
authorization to another body of water, whether public or private, without
prior written approval from the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission.

004.01A5 It shall be unlawful to take fish with any equipment emitting
electricity or radio frequencies unless specifically authorized by the
Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.

004.01A6 The use of explosives, poisons or chemicals other than
registered fish toxicants is prohibited. The use of registered fish toxicants
may be authorized provided that the applicant is properly certified through
the Nebraska Department of Agriculture.

004.01A7 It shall be unlawful for the approved applicant or consultant to
fail to report, on a form prescribed by the Commission, within 30 days of
the take of fish or snapping turtles. The report form shall include, but not
necessarily be limited to: date taken, waterbody description (legal
description and size), species and number of aquatic organisms taken,
disposition of fish or snapping turtles taken, and signatures of the
waterbody owner and permitted individuals that conducted the take.

004.01A8 It shall be unlawful for persons operating under the authority of
this authorization to fail to carry and present upon demand to a Commission
employee, a copy of the approved application.

004.01A9 It shall be unlawful to sell, offer for sale, trade or barter any sport
fish or snapping turtle taken or held under the authority of this authorization.

004.01A10 It shall be unlawful to take any fish or snapping turtle under this
authorization without notifying the area conservation officer, district law
enforcement supervisor, or if the officer and supervisor are not available
the Law Enforcement Division headquarters, at least 24 hours prior to the
take or removal of any aquatic organism.

004.01A11 Failure to comply with all conditions of this authorization may
result in the revocation or non-renewal of this authorization in addition to
possible legal prosecution.

004.02 When permitted by the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission, a consultant or company may take fish for private wildlife management
purposes from privately-owned waterbodies by methods and means approved by the
Commission.
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004.02A A consultant or company shall apply to the Fisheries Division, Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission for a Private Fish Management Permit.

004.02A1 The applicant shall provide all requested information on an
application form prescribed by the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission. The application form shall include, but not necessarily
be limited to: education and work background; chemical and equipment
certification; equipment and methods to be used; name, address and
signature(s) of permit holder and employee(s).

004.02A2 All approved nets must be tagged with tags supplied by the
Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. Exceptions
would be legal dip nets and seines as specified in baitfish regulations
009.06A and 009.06B. All electrofishing equipment must be registered. It
shall be unlawful to use or possess any fish sampling equipment not listed
on the application form.

004.02A3 It shall be unlawful to fail to report within 72 hours to the
Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission any changes
to the original application form (i.e. employee change, lost/stolen or newly
purchased equipment, etc.).

004.02A4 The use of explosives, poisons or chemicals other than
registered fish toxicants is prohibited. The use of registered fish toxicants
may be permitted provided that the applicant is properly certified through
the Nebraska Department of Agriculture.

004.02A5 A Private Fish Management Permit shall remain valid through
the calendar year provided that the applicant adheres to the conditions of
this permit; to continue permitted activities, a new application must be
submitted and approved for each calendar year.

004.02A6 All persons holding a Private Fish Management Permit shall
keep an accurate record, as described in 004.02A7, of all activities
involving the take of fish and shall remit an annual report to the Fisheries
Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission by January 15" following
permit expiration.

004.02A7 The annual report shall include, but not necessarily be limited
to: the landowner(s) name(s) and address(es), descriptions of waterbodies
(legal description and size) where fish were sampled and/or removed, list
of fish species and number taken from each waterbody, and methods used
on each waterbody.
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004.02A8 It shall be unlawful for any person(s) operating under the
authority of this permit to fail to carry and present upon demand to a
Commission employee, a copy of the approved permit.

004.02A9 It shall be unlawful to take any fish under authority of this permit
without notifying the area conservation officer, district law enforcement
supervisor, or if the officer and supervisor are not available the Law
Enforcement Division headquarters, at least 24 hours prior to the take of
any fish.

004.02A10 It shall be unlawful to sell, offer for sale, trade or barter
nongame fish and bullheads taken or held under the authority of this permit
without a Commercial Fishing Permit. The sale, offer for sale, trade or
barter of sport fish taken or held under the authority of this permit is
prohibited.

004.02A11 It shall be unlawful to stock, transport, or cause to be stocked
or transported any fish taken under the authority of this permit to another
body of water, whether public or private, without prior written approval from
the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.

004.02A12 Failure to comply with any of the conditions or terms of this
permit may result in revocation or nonrenewal of this permit in addition to
possible legal prosecution.
004.03 The Commission may authorize the taking of fish by any means and in any
numbers when declared by the Secretary of the Commission resulting from an emergency
created by the drying up of any waterbody inhabited by fish in accordance with the
following regulations:
004.03A Fish may be taken by any method except the following:

004.03A1 Electricity, explosives, poisons, chemicals or other fish
toxicants.

004.03A2 Seines or nets, other than legal baitfish seines, dip, or landing
nets.

004.03A3 Firearms

004.03B Daily bag and possession limits shall apply, unless specifically modified
by the authority of the Secretary.

004.03C It shall be unlawful to buy, sell, trade or barter any sport fish.
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004.03D It shall be unlawful to stock, transport, or cause to be stocked or
transported any fish taken under the authority of this authorization to another body
of water, whether public or private, without written approval from the Fisheries
Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.

004.04 Resulting from the dewatering of irrigation canal systems, the Commission may
authorize the methods, means, and numbers of fish which may be taken.

004.04A The take of fish shall be restricted to the following areas:

Platte River Drainage

e
Buffalo County: Kearney Canal
Dawson County: Buffalo Creek Supply Canal,
Cozad lIrrigation Canal,
Dawson County Irrigation Canal,
Farmers & Merchants Canal
Dawson and Buffalo Counties: Elm Creek Canal
Dawson and Lincoln Counties Gothenburg Canal,
Orchard & Alfalfa Canal,
Six Mile Irrigation Canal,
Thirty-Mile Irrigation Canal

Gosper County: E67 Canal System

Gosper and Phelps Counties: E65 Canal System

Gosper, Phelps and Kearney Counties: | Phelps County Canal System
Keith and Lincoln Counties: Sutherland Supply Canal
Lincoln County: Maloney Supply Canal

Republican River Drainage

Franklin County: Franklin Pump Canal
Franklin and Harlan Counties: Naponee Canal
Franklin, Harlan and Webster Counties: @ Franklin Canal
Furnas and Harlan Counties: Cambridge Canal
Hitchcock and Red Willow Counties: Culbertson Canal,

Driftwood Canal System,
Meeker Canal System

Red Willow County: Red Willow Canal

Red Willow and Furnas Counties: Bartley Canal,
Frenchman-Campbridge Canal

Webster and Nuckolls Counties: Courtland Canal,

Superior Canal

Loup River